What Documents Support My Visa Application

Section 214 (b) of the United States Immigration and Nationality Act requires applicants for tourist and business visas to demonstrate the intent to depart the United States after a temporary visit.  As evidence of this intent, we request that you submit each of the following documents below that apply to your circumstances with your completed application.  Please be aware that documents only support a visa application and the personal interview with the consular officer.  A visa is not issued or refused based solely on documentation.

Permanent Employees

A LETTER FROM YOUR EMPLOYER on original letterhead, stating how long you have been employed, in what capacity, what your basic monthly salary is, and how long you will be away from work.  If you are TRAVELING ON BUSINESS, your letter should also detail the nature of your business, including U.S. companies or offices you will visit.

Bank Statements

If you have a bank account, provide an ITEMIZED BANK STATEMENT going back at least three months.

Self-Employed Applicants

A statement on your own letterhead in addition to INDEPENDENT EVIDENCE of self-employment, such as a detailed letter from the bank that handles your business account or a letter from your accounting firm.  This letter should specify your company’s name, when your account was opened, the recent balance, and your approximate annual turnover.

Farmers

Evidence of ownership of your farm (e.g. a copy of the deed or a bank letter).

Students and Scholars

A letter from an institution official stating your level of study, period of accepted travel and demonstrated intent to return and complete your studies.

Property Owners

Evidence of ownership, such as a TITLE OF DEED and/or a mortgage payment receipt.

Pensioners

Evidence of pension and/or property ownership.

Unemployed Spouses

A letter from your husband/wife’s employer and your marriage certificate.

Student/Exchange Visitor Visa

To qualify for the following visas, you need to overcome the presumption in section 214(b) of the Immigration and National Act (INA) that all visa applicants are intending immigrants.  You can overcome this presumption by providing evidence that you have strong, binding ties to your home country that you have no intention of abandoning.


F
General Education or Language Study 

If you are going to the U.S. for academic study, you need an F visa.  Applicants must demonstrate the financial capacity to cover tuition fees and living expenses for the first twelve months.  (Full-time students may seek on-campus employment not to exceed 20 hours per week.)

Documents – Bring an I-20 issued by the school or university in the U.S. an ITEMIZED BANK STATEMENT going back at least three months, and a DS-156, DS-158, and, for males between 16 and 45 and all applicants born in/or citizens of Iran, North Korea, Cuba, Sudan, Syria and Libya, A DS-157.  


M
Nonacademic or vocational study

Documents -- Bring an I-20 issued by the school or university in the U.S. an ITEMIZED BANK STATEMENT, and a DS-156, DS-158, and, for males between 16 and 45 and all applicants born in/or citizens of Iran, North Korea, Cuba, Sudan, Syria and Libya, A DS-157.

J
Exchange programs, research or teaching fellowship, medical studies, au pair, etc.

If you are going to the U.S. to participate in an exchange program or a fellowship or to work as a medical resident or an au pair, you need a J visa.  Applicants must have sufficient funds or adequate arrangements to cover their expenses while on an exchange visitor visa (J).

Documents – Bring a DS-2019 (issued by the sponsoring organization) and a DS-156, DS-158, and, for males between 16 and 45 and all applicants born in/or citizens of Iran, North Korea, Cuba, Sudan, Syria and Libya, A DS-157.

Forms/Procedures: To obtain an exchange, study or school visa, the program in the U.S. must first accept you.  The program will send you either a DS-2019 or an I-20 form.  These forms are generated through the Student and Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS) and they confirm to you and to the Embassy that you are enrolled.  Applications cannot be processed without the SEVIS form.  In addition, every applicant, including spouses and children planning to accompany the applicant, must be registered with SEVIS.

F, J and M applications require simultaneous processing in the U.S. and at post.  We recommend that you apply as soon as you receive your SEVIS document (hopefully 90 days before the beginning of study).

Your spouse and children (under age of 21) are eligible to receive visas to accompany you to the U.S.  They will receive the same type of visas for the regular application fee, provided that evidence of the relationship is submitted (e.g. birth or marriage certificate).

U.S. law only allows students and trainers to enter the U.S. no more than 30 days before the start date of the program indicated on the I-20 or DS-2019.

